
able; Class B, including those needing certain improve¬
ments, and Class C, those which require a general re¬

organization to make them acceptable.1
As a result of it« investigation, the Carnegie Founda¬

tion published an exhaustive report on its findings ex¬

posing defects wherever found. Hypocrisy, misstate-
ments of fact in college announcements or otherwise,
and makeshifts in the enforcement of standards re¬

ceived particular attention, and even some regarded as

of high standard did not escape criticism. Numerous
cries of "unfair," "unwarranted," "lack of knowledge,"
and even of "prejudice" have been raised, which show
that the sime fits pretty tightly in certain quarters.
There is an adage that il is the truth that hurts. It is so

in this instance. The report may be subject to criticism
in some matters of detail, but those who are competent
to judge—those who know the actual facts—realize,
that, in general, the conditions set forth in the Carne¬
gie report are true and indisputable.

It is not surprising that one college, the St. Louis
College of Physicians and Surgeons, has filed a suit for
damages against the officers of the Foundation and the
editor of Tun Journal of the American Medical Asso¬
ciation. Possibly that was the only answer the school
could make to the charges brought against it, judging
from an abundance of information in the possession
of the Council on Medical Education. We fear that
the college will not bring the suit to trial; but, if it
does the public will be made acquainted with the fads
—a highly desirable result. Many colleges have taken
the better course, have frankly admitted their short¬
coming's, are endeavoring to make the needed improve¬
ments, and planning to make the best, of a bad situa¬
tion.

Now that the investigations have been completed and
the facts bave been clearly set forth, it is to be hoped
that the splendid reconstruction already begun may be
carried on with increased vigor. As set forth in Ibe
report of the Council on Medical Education, medical
teaching in this country should be developed as a purl
of our educational system, coordinating and not con¬

flicting with the other departments of that system. Let
there be a strict enforcement of a four-year high-school
education as the minimum preliminary requirement ;

let there be well-trained, full-time salaried teachers in
the laboratory branches; let there be better equipped
laboratories, belter clinical facilities, more bedside
clinics, better courses in laboratory diagnosis, and
finally, let there be at least as thorough met bods of
teaching in our medical schools as prevail in our stand¬
ard universities and colleges of liberal arts.

Undoubtedly the faculties of the majority of colleges
will attempt to develop, stronger and better institutions
in place of those now existing. This is evident from the
reports of additions to the endowments of medical edu¬
cation, of the erection of new buildings, of voted in-

creases of preliminary standards and of the eager search
for better laboratory instructors. In justice to the col¬
leges it should be said that many of these extensive im¬
provements were planned long before the results of the
investigations referred to were made public. After all.
the improvements which arc inspired by an actual
desire to teach medicine properly are the ones which
count the most. Other colleges, desiring to make im¬
provements, heartily welcomed, the investigations, since
the changes which could be made to the best advantage
would thereby be indicated. May this improvement
and development go on until medical education in Ibe
United States is second lo thai of no olbcr country!

1. This classification was published in The Journal June 18,
p. 2061.

Current Comment
A NEW PATRIOTISM

Those who have been engaged for several years in
keeping toll of the awful cost in life and limb through
the old methods of celebrating the Fourth of July, and
who have been persistently advocating more quiet,
orderly and uplifting methods, have been looking for-
ward to this year's celebration, more hopeful than in
any previous year. During the last two years, and
during the last year especially, an enormous amount of
comment has appeared in the newspapers and maga-
zines, calculated to educate the public to a more sensible
method of celebrating this national holiday. And from
the newspaper reports from all over the country, the
educational work has counted, the hoped-for change has
come, and the newer method of celebration has been
adopted. If the change in method of celebration of In-
dependence Day has been as great all over the country
as in Chicago, then indeed has a new era begun, and a

new patriotism developed. Instead of the senseless
booming and snapping of bombs and firecrackers, not
only on Ibe Fourth of duly itself but for several days
preceding, quiet reigned supreme. Instead of whiling
away (lie lime in, thoughtless, aimless efforts to create
a noise, the people assembled by the hundreds of thou¬
sands to witness parades, intelligently planned and of
marked educational value; I hey looked on displays of
flags and witnessed Ibe inarching' of soldiers lo Ibe
rh v I Inn of inspiring music; they saw finals representing
tin- signing' of Ibe Declaration of Independence, the
birth of the American Hag, the inauguration of the
nal ion's first president and oilier historic incidents of
which (be nailon, the state, and the city are justly
proud. They spent the rest of the day at picnics,
at band concerts, in flic parks, in visiting friends and
relatives—and even here the main topics of conversation
were doubtless influenced by the inspiring incidents of
the morning. Of more vital importance, however, was
Ibe fact that, for the vast majority of homes, the day
was peacefully ended without any awful aftermath of
sorrow and suffering. And the wonder is, why the old
mel bods were tolerated so long as they were; and why
the celebration of the Fourth of duly had not long since
been recognized as a great opportunity to develop a

genuine patriotism. Such celebrations as that wit-
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nessed in Chicago, and undoubtedly in a large number
of olher cities, cannot fail to create a stronger national
spirit, a genuine love for our country, a pride in her
past achievements, and a desire to uphold her future
—and surely this is patriotism.

UPHOLDING THE VITAL STATISTICS LAW

An Ohio physician was convicted of violating the vital
statistics law by persistently refusing lo report births.
lie was not a member of a county society, bul in appeal
ing the case to the Supreme Court he solicited financial
aid from the societies. On this account the matter came

before the House of Delegates of the state society. That
body wisely expressed its disapproval of this violation of
Ibe law, and also of the action of those county societies
which had extended aid to the physician. In effect Hie
resolution adopted by the Ohio House of Delégales says
lhal flic vital statistics law of Ohio should be upheld by
physicians and strict compliance with it insisted on.

We believe this is right. A physician who j'el'uses
to comply with this law does not appreciate bis responsi¬
bility or his obligation to the state. The altitude of
physicians in such matters should be carefully consid¬
ered. It is an axiom in the legal profession that every
lawyer who has been admitted to the bar is in fact an

officer of the state. In a similar way every physician who
has been licensed to practice medicine in accordance with
the laws of the state is in fact a health officer of that
state. The state has granted him certain privileges, in
addition to placing, its seal of approval on him in I he
form of a license to practice medicine. In return for
Ibis he is under moral, and in some states legal, obliga¬
tions to render a fair and proper return by promptly
performing the duties his position requires. The impor¬
tance of vital statistics is known better to physicians Iban
to olbers, and they should be Ibe lasl fo resist in any way
the enforcement of these laws. Hence the attitude of
physicans who refuse to make returns of births or who
demand the payment of a small fee by the state cannot
be commended.

MEDICAL SECTS
Sectarianism in medicine has long been with us; yet,

singularly enough, its literature is exceedingly limited,
aside from that of a controversial and partisan char¬
acter. Apparently no one has thought it worth while
to inquire why medical sectarianism exists, or why
each new cult, no mallei' bow absurd its tenets from a

scientific poiul of view, always succeeds in attracting a

following. The superficial explanation that "the public
likes to be humbugged" has been repealed, at! libitum.
although if is not true; and even if il were true, it is
no explanation. Mr. Kle.xncr, in his report lo the Car¬
negie Foundation, on American medical schools, devotes
a chapter lo a dispassionate review of the subject, Bum-
marizes the present conditions, and prophesies for the
future. This chapter is one of the most imporlanl in
the book, and is deserving of careful perusal on Ibe
part of every thoughtful physician. 11 is for Ibis rea¬

son that we have copied Ibe greater part of the chapter

in Ibis issue of THE JOURNAL.1 Mr, Klexners explana¬
tion of sectarianism and ils underlying causes consti¬
tutes the first attempt thai has been made to account
psychologically and philosophically for the peculiar fact
that; historically speaking, medicine, using the term in
its broadest sense, has given rise to more sects Iban
any other form of human activity—except religion. The
philosopher, the psychologist, the economist, even the
latter-day sociologist and anthropologist, who has consid¬
ered al I fields of investigation ashis by right—all have
ovei looked (be enormous influence of medicine and med¬
ical sects on oursocial organism. II would be interesting
to speculate on what might have been the differences in
our present social, economic and educational systems
and conditions, bad sectarianism in medicine never ex¬

isted. Only by a thorough understanding and an accu¬
rate appreciation of Ibe causes underlying sectarianism
in medicine, can we hope lo evolve a permanent system
of rational, legal regulation lo lake the place of the
existing illogical, inequitable and constantly changing
patchwork of compromise and legislative stupidity,
which makes up most of our existing system of stale
regulation. Flexner's contribution will help to make
such an understanding possible.

FOURTH OF .ll'I.Y ACCIDENTS

Although, as slated above, new met bods of celebrat¬
ing the Fourth of July seem to have largely super¬
seded the noisy, unenlightened methods heretofore in
VOgue, we musí not be loo confident of the future.
Possibly not hing has been so effective in bringing about
this new order of things as Tut: Journal's annual
presentation of the net results of Ibe older methods.
Furthermore il will be particularly interesting this year
to show what effect these new methods have had in
diminishing the numbers of killed and injured. Tun
Journal will therefore gather statistics of Fourth of
duly casualties, as in previous years, and again asks the
cooperation of its readers. II is hoped that each reader
of THE Journal will report any accidents that come
to his knowledge. Complete details are particularly
desired regarding ¡ilienses resulting in tetanus or death.
Special blanks for such reports will be sent on applica¬
tion.

Medical News

CALIFORNIA
Health Conditions in the State.\p=m-\Thathealth conditions areimproved is shown from the records of the State Board ofHealth. In 1909, 30,985 persons died as against 31,278 in

1908, and 31,095 in 1907; births and marriages show an in-
crease over the previous year. The births reported in 1909
numbered 30,882; in 1908, 28,077, and in 1907, 24,647. The
marriages during 1909 numbered 22,917; in 1908, 21,734, and
in 1907, 23,000.
Care for the Insane.\p=m-\The State Lunacy Commission atSacramento has raised the salaries of the superintendents of

the five state asylums and of the superintendent of the Sonoma
Home for Feeble-minded Children. Dr. Hatch, secretary of the

1. Department of Medical Economics, p. 147.
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